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Encouraging Students to Use Good Social Skills
at School and at Home

By Becky L. Spivey, M.Ed.

In our classrooms, children come from a variety of

different social situations and parenting skills in their
home—some good, some not so good. Teachers must take
every opportunity to encourage appropriate social behaviors.
Sometimes, we should encourage students take the lead in
setting good examples for each other.

Good social skills and good character do not come

naturally. Children with Asperger’s, autism, behavioral
disorders, and other developmental delays, need constant
encouragement, prompting, and verbal cues in order to
learn how to behave and engage appropriately with others
and what to say in certain social situations.

Social Skills Activities

Here are some activities to involve your students in recognizing, rewarding, and using good

social skills and behaviors in the classroom, at school, and at home.

Good Job Jar - Ask students to be on the lookout for other students exhibiting good social
behavior. This could be anything from a student helping another find a pencil to comforting a
student who has forgotten his homework. When students, teachers, and other adults, observe
another student sharing, helping out, or saying an encouraging word, allow them to put a token
(button, bead, marble, etc.) in the jar. When the jar is full (or students reach the set goal for the
number of tokens), there should be a small celebration or reward (extra recess, homework
passes, game time, etc.).

Good Character Display - Create a classroom or hallway bulletin board to display photos of
children who are exhibiting good character or social skills. Each week, the teacher chooses a
student that is continually showing good character. When recognizing the good character
student of the week, the teacher tells the class (by keeping good notes) different examples of
good character that this student displayed throughout the week. Include any comments from
other teachers or their parents, reminding the students that everyone, not just their teacher,
notices their behavior. Make sure that all students have an opportunity to be on the Character
Board by rewarding any improvement in behavior.

Conflict Resolution Solutions - Take a few minutes each week to present typical situations
students may experience at home or at school (a bully at the bus stop, a friend is mad at them,
etc.). Allow the students to role play the situation. Then lead students in a discussion on how
they might resolve the conflict. When they arrive at the best resolution, have the students replay
the situation with the resolution that they feel is best to resolve the conflict.
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Helpful Products

Below is a list of Super Duper® products that may help your student with social skills and
character building. Visit www.superduperinc.com or call 1-800-277-8737. Click the links below to
see the product and description.

What Do You Say....What Do You Do...™ At School?
Ask for item #GB-241 www.superduperinc.com/F-G_Pages/gh241.htm

Social Inferences Fun Deck®with Super Duper® Secret Decoder
Ask for item #FD-92 www.superduperinc.com/F-G_Pages/fd92.htm

Ask & Answer® Social Skills Games
Ask for item #S0S-62 www.superduperinc.com/S_Pages/sos62.htm

204 Fold & Say® Social Skills
Ask for item #BK-293 www.superduperinc.com/B_Pages/bk293.htm

Focus on Manners Fun Deck®
Ask for item #FD-103 www.superduperinc.com/F-G_Pages/fd103.html

Say and Do® Positive Pragmatic Games
Ask for item #GB-93 www.superduperinc.com/F-G_Pages/gh93.htm

Practicing Pragmatics
Ask for item #FD-52 www.superduperinc.com/F-G_Pages/fd52.htm

Say and Do® Positive Pragmatic® Game Boards Fun Sheets
Ask for item #BK-308 www.superduperinc.com/B_Pages/bk308.htm

Social Skills Chipper Chat®
Ask for item #CC-88 www.superduperinc.com/C_Pages/cc88.htm

Say and Do® Social Scenes for Home, School, and Community
Ask for item #BK-316 www.superduperinc.com/B_Pages/BK_316.htm

Communicate™ Junior
Ask for item #TPX-4401  www.superduperinc.com/TUV_Pages/tpx4401.htm

Go-To Guide for Social Skills
Ask for item #TPX-29401 www.superduperinc.com/thinkingpublications/product.asp?pid=TPX29401
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